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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The City Hall of Frederick is a detached building with two sections. The main block
is rectangular in plan and three stories high. The front, on Market Street, is five bays
wide. The two side elevations (North and South) are two bays wide. On the corners and
between the bays on all three facades are plain brick pilasters with protruding breaks.
At the first story, these appear as quoins at the corners, the breaks being close together.
On the second and third floors, the breaks only occur at the third points of the story.
The roof structure of the main block is "U" shaped, with the bottom of the "U" being at
the rear. The roof here is hipped. The sides of the "U" terminate in pedimented gables
at the front over the end bays. Between the sides and flush with the front wall is a
cupola with a flat roof. All roofs are covered in metal. The main block is built of
red brick laid in a header bond.

The first story on the Market Street facade has recently been remodeled and has no
relation to the two stories above it. To each side is a divided picture window with wood
panels above and below it. To the left of the center is a doorway to the upper stories
with plain wood pilasters on each side and an entablature above it. Slightly off center
to the right, and recessed, is the main entrance to the building. This has two doors with
wood paneling between them and a pilaster and entablature surround treatment as on the
other doorway, though larger. A small wood cornice extends over the entire first story.

The second and third stories are symmetrical about a central axis on this elevation.
At the second story, the center bay has one large window. This is double hung; the toj
sash is divided in a Gothic pattern and the lower has eight lights. Over the window is
an archivolt of three concentric brick arches: the key blocks and imposts are brownstone.
On each side of this bay is a narrow windowless bay dividing the center from the end bays.
These latter bays have three double hung windows with 4/4 sash; the center window in each
bay is wider. At their heads are semi-circular brick arches with two concentric arches
for archivolts; again, the key block and imposts are brownstone. At the top of the
second story is a brick cornice; in its main member this has flutes over all bays but
those to each side of center.

The bays at the third story are identical to those at the second except the center
which has two double hung windows with 2/2 sash and single semi-circular brick arches with
brownstone key blocks and imposts. All sills on this floor are also brownstone. There is
no cornice at this story, but above it the brick breaks out to the plain of the pilasters
to receive the buiiding's entablature, and under this break are small machicolations.

The entablature consists of a small architrave, a brick frieze, and a wood cornice
supported on curved brackets. The whole order makes a shallow return in the two window-
less bays next to the center.

The cupola is brick and rises over the center bay. It is square and has circular
windows divided into quarters on its front and two sides. Around each window is a brick
arch and outside that a semi-circular arch with brownstone key block and imposts. Around
the cupola's top is a box cornice supported on brackets. To the rear are two chimmneys.

At each floor on the north elevation, both bays have two double hung windows with
4/4 sash. Exceptions to this are the right hand window in the right bay at the first
story which is closed, and the left hand window in the left bay at the same floor which
only has a top sash, below it is an elevator door. All windows have brick sills and
semi-circular arches over them with brick voussoirs, keystones and imposts. Over the
first story are several raised courses of brick. The brick cornices above the second
and third stories and the building's entablature carry around from the front.

The south elevation has the same general form as the north. The irregularities on
this side are the right hand window in the left bay at the first floor which is closed,
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and the right bay on that floor which has a small double hung window with 1/1 sash between
the principle windows. This was a recent alteration because the sill is concrete and
the brick in the arch above is newer.

The rear of City Hall shows signs of a different style. It is the last remaining
section of the old City Opera House behind City Hall. On the main block, the rear wali
is painted white and has a small gable in the center at its top. The rear section of
the building, also of brick painted white, is two stories where it intersects the main
block, but it has a shed roof which slopes to the rear down to one story. At each cormer
where the intersection occurs is a chimney up the main block's rear wall. Both sides of
the rear section had two large openings with semi-circular heads, but these are now
closed. On the south elevation, this section has a one story restroom addition with a
shed roof sloping to the side, and on the north, a smaller addition with the same function
with a shed roof sloping to the rear. Above these, the side walls are buttressed. The
rear wall of this section is of new red brick and has four metal security windows. There
are brick parapets stepping down to the rear on the sides and a straight tile parapet at
the rear of the building.
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